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Right to Food and Right to Healthy 
Environment 





•  30 to 40% of nitrogen fertilizer applied to crop fields 
seeps into ground or surface water, with losses of 70% 
on the margin (Cambardella et al., 1999; Randall and 
Mulla, 2001; Li et al., 2006).  




o  15% of direct global 
emissions (use of 
fertilizers/intensified 
grazing) plus 15% 
indirect global 
emissions (transport 
and production of 
fertilizers, herbicides, 
and pesticides)  
((Olivier de Schutter,  
Report of Special 
Rapporteur for Food 
2014)  
Reality  Check  	
•  9.4 billion population 
by 2070 before 
eventually stabilizing 
around 9 billion 
(International Institute 
for Applied Systems 
Analysis applying age, 
sex, and education) 




livestock and high-end 
marine fish (tuna) 
Food  and  our  
environment	
•  Question: What is the relationship between 
achieving the human right to food and the human 
right to environment (“clean and healthy 
environment”)? 
•  Quantity vs. Quality issue 
o  If we can produce quantity to 
meet basic needs, what are the 
 environmental quality costs? 
•  Quantity with Quality 
1)  Right  to  Food	
 
•  UN Office of the High Commission for Human Rights  
General Comment 12 on Article 11 of the Convention 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
o  Right to Food “realized when every man, woman and 
child, alone or in community with others, has physical and 
economic access at all times to adequate food or means 
for its procurement.”  
o  Adequacy= “Sustainability” 
o  “Sustainability” was defined indirectly as being “intrinsically 
linked to the notion of adequate food or food security”, 
reflecting accessibility “for both present and future 
generations” and requiring “long-term availability and 
accessibility.” 
1)  Right  to  Food  Evolution	
•  2001 Preliminary report by Special 
Rapporteur to General Assembly 
“The right to food is the right to have 
regular, permanent and 
unobstructed access, either directly 
or by means of financial purchases, 
to quantitatively and qualitatively 
adequate and sufficient food 
corresponding to the cultural 
traditions of the people to which the 
consumer belongs, and which 
ensures a physical and mental, 
individual and collective, fulfilling 
and dignified life free from anxiety.”   
1)  Right  to  Food  	
•  Obligation to Protect 
o  “Government must pass laws to prevent powerful 
people or organizations from violating the right to 
food…[and] establish bodies to investigate and 
provide effective remedies if that right is 
violated.” 
•  E.g. Government might introduce laws “to 
protect consumers…against unsustainable 
means of production” 
2)  Right  to  Clean  and  
Healthy  Environment	
•  UN General Assembly 
(1990) 
 Calls upon Member 
States and intergovernmental 
and non-governmental 
organizations dealing with 
environmental questions to 
enhance their efforts towards 
ensuring a better and 
healthier environment 
 
•  Approximately 92 
constitutions (as of 2012) 
have provided some right 
to a health environment 
(David Boyd) 
Relationship  between  
existing  human  rights  	
 
1) Fundamental Human Rights (Non-derogable 
rights/Absolute rights) - In the case of a conflict 
between two rights, a fundamental right has priority 
over a secondary right 
•  E.g. Right to life/ Right to Freedom of Association– Rules on quarantine 
 
2) Interdependentrights- Rights that co-exist without 
a priority 
•  Right to Food/ Right to Environment 
  
Interdependent  Rights	
•  Special Rapporteur Olivier De 
Schutter (2014) report to Human 
Rights Council  (A/HRC/25/27) 
o  Direct acknowledgment of the role of the 
environment in achieving a right to food 
•  “The right to food is the right of every 
individual, alone or in community with 
others, to have physical and 
economic access at all times to 
sufficient, adequate and culturally 
acceptable food that is produced and 
consumed sustainably, preserving 
access to food for future generations.” 
Special  Rapporteur  
recommendations	
o Support agrobiodiversity by sustaining a 
genetic diversity of seeds  
o  Regulating industrial fishing sector to 
protect access of traditional fishing 
communities 
o Linking fertilizer subsidies directly to 
agroecological investments on the 
farm “subsidy to sustainability” 






•  Goal 2 
o  End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, 
and promote sustainable agriculture.  
•  Targets 
o  2.3- By 2030 double the agricultural productivity and the 
incomes of small-scale food producers 
o  2.4- By 2030 ensure sustainable food production and 
implement resilient agricultural practices that increase 
productivity and production, that help maintain 
ecosystems, that strengthen capacity for adaptation to 
climate change, extreme weather, drought, flooding and 
other disasters, and that progressively improve land and soil 
quality.   
2015  Sustainable  
Development  Goals	
•  Goal 14 
•  Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and 
marine resources for sustainable development 
•  Targets 
o  14.4- By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end 
overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing and destructive fishing practices and 
implement science-based management plans to 
restore fish stocks…to levels that can produce 
maximum sustainable yield… 
o  14.6- By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries 
subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and 
overfishing… 
Metrics  for  achieving  SDG  
targets	
Ensure appropriate product regulation 
that directly and indirectly protects 
both food production and the 
environment 
o  Eliminate Neonicotinoids (such as Ortho 
Rose and Flower Insect Killer) to protect 
bees   
Ensure adequate financial support for 
food producers who also protect the 
environment  
 
•  Removing perverse subsidies where the environmental 
costs are not internalized 
•  Fishing and Farming Fuel Tax Credit- 
o  IRS Publication 510  (January 2015) 
•  “Fishing vessels. Fuel is not taxable when used by a fishing vessel while 
traveling to a fishing site, while engaged in fishing, or while returning 
from the fishing site with its catch.” 
•  Credit or refund may be available when fuel is used by a “boat 
engaged in commercial fishing” or “on a farm for farming purposes.” 
Beyond  Food  System  Inertia:  Incentivizing    
for  both  Food  and  the  Environment	
•  2014 Farm Act- Government re-linked 
premium subsidies crop insurance to 
conservation compliance.  
•  More Targeted Government 
Assistance for Incremental 
Implementation of Agroecology  
o  Global North 
•  Create sufficient “good” subsidies to cover the 
costs associated with the risks of adopting agro-
ecology 
•  Encourage formation of industry cooperatives to 
share risk of adopting agroecology (tax credits) 
•  Encourage creative use of under-utilized land 
(tax credit for  using or leasing “clean” residential 
or business tracts of a certain size to produce 
crops for local markets using agroecology 
methods)– tax credit to land owner/farmer 
Beyond  Food  System  Inertia:  Incentivizing  
for  both  Food  and  the  Environment	
o  Global South 
•   70% of the most vulnerable 
and hungry populations in the 
world are farmers/fisher persons 
who need relief now 
•  Offer immediate technical 
assistance to increase yields 
with a long-term plan to shift 
production methods  
o  Early technical assistance 
may require limited 
chemical fertilizer 
applications to feed 
communities now PLUS 
introduction of culturally 
appropriate nitrogen fixing 
plants 

